
 
 

 
California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 

Central Coast Project 
 
 
 

Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed MPA 
Packages 1, 2, 3, S and AC 

 
Subregion 6:  Point Estero to Santa Maria River 

 
 



P o i n t  B u c h o n

P u r i s i m a  P o i n t

Point 
Buchon 
SMCA

Morro Bay Harbor SMCA

Diablo Canyon 
Security Zone 
SMCA

Point 
Buchon 
SMR

Morro Bay South SMRMA

STATE HWY 1

US HWY 101

ST
AT

E H
W

Y 2
27

OR
CU

TT
 R

D

OSOS VALLEY RD

STATE HWY 41

HUASNA RD

PECHO RD

BERROS RD

S B
AY

 BL
VD

WILLOW RD

LOPEZ DR

PRICE ST

PRICE CANYON RD

NOYES RD

AVILA BEACH DR

GRAND AVE

W CAMPO RD

CH
OR

RO
 S

T

FA
EH

 AV
E

OLD OAK PARK RD

VA
LL

EY
 RD

JO
HN

SO
N A

VE

RAMP

ASH ST

S OCEAN AVE

US HW
Y 101

ST
AT

E H
WY

 1

SAN LUIS OBISPO CO

SANTA BARBARA CO

Morro Bay 
East SMR

P u r i s i m a  P o i n t

Point Buchon 
SMCA

Point Buchon SMR

Morro Bay SMCA

Morro Bay SMRMA

Estero Bluff SMR

STATE HWY 1

US HWY 101

ST
AT

E H
W

Y 2
27

OR
CU

TT
 R

D

OSOS VALLEY RD

STATE HWY 41

HUASNA RD

MA
IN

 ST

PECHO RD

BERROS RD

DIABLO CANYON RD
WILLOW RD

LOPEZ DR

PRICE ST

PRICE CANYON RD

NOYES RD

AVILA BEACH DR

GRAND AVE

W CAMPO RD

CH
OR

RO
 S

T

FA
EH

 AV
E

OLD OAK PARK RD

VA
LL

EY
 RD

JO
HN

SO
N A

VE

RAMP

KE
RN

 AV
E

ASH ST
S OCEAN AVE

US HW
Y 101

ST
AT

E H
WY

 1

SAN LUIS OBISPO CO

SANTA BARBARA CO

Morro Bay 
East SMR

P u r i s i m a  P o i n t

Point Sal SMR

Point Buchon 
SMCA

Point Buchon SMR

Morro Bay SMCA

Morro Bay South SMRMA

Estero Bluff SMP
STATE HWY 1

US HWY 101

ST
AT

E H
W

Y 2
27

OR
CU

TT
 R

D

OSOS VALLEY RD

STATE HWY 41

HUASNA RD

BERROS RD

DIABLO CANYON RD

LOPEZ DR

PRICE ST

PRICE CANYON RD

NOYES RD

AVILA BEACH DR

GRAND AVE

W CAMPO RD

CH
OR

RO
 S

T

FA
EH

 AV
E

OLD OAK PARK RD

VA
LL

EY
 RD

JO
HN

SO
N A

VE

RAMP

ASH ST

S OCEAN AVE

US HW
Y 101

SAN LUIS OBISPO CO

SANTA BARBARA CO

M L P A  C e n t r a l  C o a s t  S t u d y  R e g i o n :   S u b r e g i o n  6M L P A  C e n t r a l  C o a s t  S t u d y  R e g i o n :   S u b r e g i o n  6
P o i n t   E s t e r o  t o  S a n t a  M a r i a  R i v e rP o i n t   E s t e r o  t o  S a n t a  M a r i a  R i v e r

P r o p o s e d  M P A  P a c k a g e s  1 ,  2  a n d  3P r o p o s e d  M P A  P a c k a g e s  1 ,  2  a n d  3
0 5 102.5 Miles

Package 2 - 2/9/2006Package 1 - 2/9/2006 Package 3 - 2/9/2006

/Prepared by DFG
Marine Region GIS

3/6/2006State 
Marine 
Reserve

State
Marine 
Park

Subregion 
boundary

State Marine 
Conservation 
Area

State Marine Recreational 
Management Area

Inset Map
on following
page



Pt. Buchon SMCA

Pt. Buchon SMR

Morro Bay SMCA

South Morro 
Bay SMRMA

Estero Bluff SMR

East 
Morro 
Bay 
SMR

STATE HWY 1

US HWY 101

ST
AT

E H
W

Y 2
27

OR
CU

TT
 R

D

OSOS VALLEY RD

STATE HWY 41

HUASNA RD

BERROS RD

S B
AY

 BL
VD

DIABLO CANYON RD

WILLOW RD

LOPEZ DR

PRICE ST

PRICE CANYON RD

NOYES RD

AVILA BEACH DR

GRAND AVE

W CAMPO RD

CH
OR

RO
 S

T

FA
EH

 AV
E

OLD OAK PARK RD

VA
LL

EY
 RD

JO
HN

SO
N A

VE

RAMP

KE
RN

 AV
E

ASH ST

S OCEAN AVE

US HW
Y 101

ST
AT

E H
WY

 1
SAN LUIS OBISPO CO

SANTA BARBARA CO

Morro Bay
South SMR

Morro Bay
East SMR

P u r i s i m a  P o i n t

Point
Buchon
SMCA

Point Buchon 
SMR

STATE HWY 1

US HWY 101

ST
AT

E H
W

Y 2
27

OR
CU

TT
 R

D

OSOS VALLEY RD

STATE HWY 41

HUASNA RD

MA
IN

 ST

BERROS RD

S B
AY

 BL
VD

DIABLO CANYON RD

WILLOW RD

LOPEZ DR

PRICE ST

PRICE CANYON RD

NOYES RD

AVILA BEACH DR

GRAND AVE

W CAMPO RD

CH
OR

RO
 S

T

FA
EH

 AV
E

OLD OAK PARK RD

VA
LL

EY
 RD

JO
HN

SO
N A

VE

RAMP

KE
RN

 AV
E

ASH ST

S OCEAN AVE

US HW
Y 101

ST
AT

E H
WY

 1

SAN LUIS OBISPO CO

SANTA BARBARA CO

M L P A  C e n t r a l  C o a s t  S t u d y  R e g i o n :   S u b r e g i o n  6M L P A  C e n t r a l  C o a s t  S t u d y  R e g i o n :   S u b r e g i o n  6
P o i n t   E s t e r o  t o  S a n t a  M a r i a  R i v e rP o i n t   E s t e r o  t o  S a n t a  M a r i a  R i v e r

0 5 102.5 Miles

Package S - 2/17/2006 Package AC - 12/15/2005

/Prepared by DFG
Marine Region GIS

3/2/2006
P r o p o s e d  M P A  P a c k a g e s  S  a n d  A CP r o p o s e d  M P A  P a c k a g e s  S  a n d  A C

State 
Marine 
Reserve

State
Marine 
Park

Subregion 
boundary

State Marine 
Conservation 
Area

State Marine Recreational 
Management Area



MLPA Central Coast Project:  Proposed MPAs and Regulations in Packages 1, 2, 3, S and AC Subregion 6 (Point Estero to Santa Maria River)

CCRSG Package 1 CCRSG Package 2 CCRSG Package 3 Initiative Staff Package S External Package AC
MPA Name  

(Level of 
Protection)

Allowed/ Disallowed 
Uses

MPA Name 
(Level of 

Protection)  

Allowed/ Disallowed 
Uses

MPA Name 
(Level of 

Protection)

Allowed/ Disallowed 
Uses

MPA Name  
(Level of 

Protection)

Allowed/ Disallowed 
Uses

MPA Name  
(Level of 

Protection)

Allowed/ Disallowed 
Uses

Estero Bluff State 
Marine Reserve 
(SMR)

No take. Estero Bluff State 
Marine Park (SMP 
Low )

No invertebrate take, 
shore fishing only

Estero Bluff State 
Marine Reserve 
(SMR)

No take.

Point Buchon 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR )

No commercial or 
recreational fishing 
permitted, including no 
take of invertebrates.

Point Buchon 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR )

No take. Point Buchon 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR )

No take. Point Buchon 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR )

No take. Point Buchon 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMCA-
High)

No take.

Point Buchon 
State Marine 
Conservation Area 
(SMCA High)

Commercial and 
recreational salmon 
fishing only allowed.

Point Buchon 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area (SMCA 
High ) 

No take of living marine 
resources except fishing 
for salmon and albacore 
allowed.

Point Buchon 
State Marine 
Conservation Area 
(SMCA-Low)

Allow salmon and 
albacore only

Point Buchon 
State Marine 
Conservation Area 
(SMCA-High)

Allows commercial and 
recreational take of 
pelagic finfish.

Point Buchon 
State Marine 
Conservation Area 
(SMCA-High)

Allows recreational and 
commercial pelagic 
trolling for salmon and 
albacore

Diablo Canyon 
Security Zone 
State Marine 
Conservation Area 
(SMCA High)

No take, no entrance.

SMCA = state marine conservation area, SMP = state marine park, SMR = state marine reserve, SMRMA = state marine recreational management area
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